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Black History
Family Fun Day

MARCH 1 - MARCH 7, 2012

And The
Winner Of
The 2012
Women’s History
Contest Is …

Thomas ‘Jet’ Jackson

STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG - In
honor of Women’s History
Month, The Weekly Challenger
newspaper is sponsoring an
essay contest. Help inspire,
educate or illuminate your
peers (and older generations)
with your experiences and
thoughts on how an African
American woman in history
has inspired you.
Essays must come from
the heart and not the internet.
We are looking for someone
who has personally inspired
you; someone who has made
you think about life. We are
not looking for a general
biography on the person.
Students from grades 7-12
are welcomed to submit a 450
to 500 word essay. Essays will
be judged by school levels.
This will allow a middle
sc h o ol winner and a high
school winner. Each winning

essayist will receive $100.
Essays will be judged on
content and grammar.
The contest starts March 1
and runs through March 31.
Each week a few select essays
will be published; however, a
winner will not be chosen until
April 11.
Please send your
submission and a short
paragraph about yourself to
editor@theweeklychallenger.c
om. If you do not have internet
access, mail your submission
to: The Weekly Challenger,
2 5 0 0 M L K J r. S t . S . ,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
Make sure you include
your age, grade, school, phone
number and a picture. All
essays will be read by a panel
of judges. The contest is
opened to anyone in the
Tampa Bay Area who has been
inspired, and would like to
inspire others.
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ST. PETERSBURG - The
City of St. Petersburg could not
have wished for a more beautiful
day last Saturday when it hosted
its 4th Annual Black History
Family Fun Day. On this unseasonably warm winter’s day,
Childs Park Recreation Center
was alive and booming with
activity.
The event was sponsored by
Catalina Marketing Corporation,
who provided the money for the
food and entertainment, TASCO
Teen Programs, and Childs Park
Recreation Center. They all
teamed up to bring family fun to
south St. Petersburg. Shawn
Drouin, Supervisor I of special
ev en t s wi t h TAS C O Teen
Programs, said the event “is
really just for the community to
come on out and have a good
time at the park on a Saturday.”
TASCO stands for Teen Arts,
Sports & Cultural Opportunities.
They offer a variety of positive
youth development programs for
teens in grades six through 12. It
is operated by the City of St.
Petersburg Parks and Recreation
Department and activities range
from athletic programs, to educational programs, to entertainment
programs, including special

events and dances.
Food and drink were
plentiful throughout the whole
event. Fried and barbequed
chicken and shrimp prepared two
different ways were just a few
items on the menu. The Night
Rider Van Club was out in full
force helping to prepare the food.
Children enjoyed four inflatable bounce houses, flag football,
three-on-three basketball tournaments, and of course, running
around and causing mayhem.
Live entertainment included
praise dancing by the Praise
Mime Team from the Boys &
Girls Club at the Royal Theater.
Rapper Lomack wowed the
crowd with his energetic performance with help from
Raymond, the Rays mascot.
Singer LX won the hearts of the
crowd with his soulful and
sophisticated voice, while spoken
word artist John Q made you
rethink life. Singer Maiya
Stevenson and accompanist
Tramaine Tarver rounded out the
entertainment.
Aside from all the fun,
different organizations had information booths set up to get the
word out about their programs
and services. The Childs Park

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Raymond dances with kids to rapper Lomack’s beats

Tammie Gross and Shawn Drouin

Neighborhood Association was
there acquainting residents with
different resources and city
departments that may help their
residents. They meet the third
Monday of every month,
explained member Geraldine
Powell. “During the meetings we
find out the atmosphere and temperature of the neighbor - where
the concerns or problems are.”
The Educate Today booth
was manned by Stacie Allen. She
was there letting parents know
that the non-profit organization
focuses on diminishing the
achievement gap for at-risk youth
while simultaneously educating
them about opportunities
available for their children. “Our

executive director is Glen
Gilzean, the newly appointed
school board member, so this is
his company and dream to let the
parents know that we are out here
to help them choose the best path
for their kids.”
The Ghettreal Community
Service booth was out bringing
AIDS awareness to the
community. The organization has
been in existence since 1985, and
was founded by retired nurse
Alma Kicklighter. Vanessa
Klinger and Mrs. Kicklighter
were providing free and confidential HIV testing. Klinger
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Political Experts Predict Major Black Vote
For Obama Despite New Voting Laws

–
(TriceEdneyWire.com)
Nearl y 1 7 m i l l i o n Afri can
Americans voted in the 2008
presidential election; then packed
out the U. S. Capital grounds to
witness the inauguration of
America’s first black president.
But, in the mid-term elections of
2010, black voting dropped off
significantly to only 11 million,
six million less than 2008.
Also, enthusiasm has
appeared to wane for the Obama
administration – largely due to
high black unemployment rates
and other economic issues.
Despite these factors, experts on
black politics predict Obama will
draw masses of black voters back
to the polls November 6, 2012. In
fact, some believe new voter laws
created by Republicans will cause

more of a hindrance than any
political opinions.
“There are some problems. In
some states, they passed these
laws, the voter photo [identification] laws that make things more
difficult,” says David Bositis,
senior analyst of black politics for
the Joint Center on Political and
Economic Studies. “But in terms
of enthusiasm for President
Ob a m a a n d w i l l h e h a v e
resources and his people have
resources to do it? Yes.”
New voting laws, including
voter identification laws, being
passed by mostly Republicans in
legislatures around the country
are intended to target and intimidate black voting, voting analysts
and civil rights leaders believe.
“The Republicans, they

would like to pass a Black People
Can’t Vote Act,” Bositis said.
“That would be like a guaranteed
Republican win.”
But, that strategy does not
appear to be working. In terms of
resources, President Obama has
raised more than $222 million
from donations of $250 or less.
That’s more than double the
amount raised by Republican
Mitt Romney, his closest rival.
Like Bositis, Howard
University political scientist
Wilmer J. Leon III predicts
Obama will have no problems
drawing the six million blacks
back to the polls. This is despite
complaints of pundits and
academics like Tavis Smiley and
Dr. Cornell West, who have
heavily criticized Obama for what

President Obama

they perceive as his insufficiently
addressing problems in the black
community.
A lower turnout in the mid-

VOTE

continued on pg. 9
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

BY REV. JESSE
L. JACKSON, SR.

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) – On
Sunday, nearly 40
million people tuned in to see who
would capture an Oscar at the
annual Academy Awards ceremonies. Winning the award can
add millions to a film’s box office
and supercharge the career of an
actor, director, screenwriter or
editor. According to the Academy’s
2009-10 fiscal year tax filing, the
Oscars generated $81.3 million in
revenue. This is a big deal.
It is avidly watched by the
movie-going population of this
sprawling and diverse nation of
more than 300 million people, and
by millions more around the world.
Hollywood sets styles, captures
imaginations, touches dreams.
Worldwide, movies provide people
with much of what they think about
America.
Yet, the 5,765 voting members
of the Academy are far from repre-

sentative of the movie-going
public. They are more akin to the
old packed juries of the segregated
South. A remarkable investigation
by Los Angeles Times reporters
pierced the screen of secrecy to
reveal that the voting members are
a stunning 94 percent Caucasian
and 77 percent male. Only two
percent are African American, and
less than two percent are Latino.
Their median age is 62, and only 14
percent are younger than 50.
The Academy’s leaders say the
organization is trying to do better,
but it is hard to see any evidence of
that. Since 2004, the names of
1,000
invitees
have
been
published: 89 percent white, and 73
percent male. The 43-member
Academy Board of Governors has
all of six women, one of whom is
the sole person of color. The
Academy’s executive branch is 98
percent white, as is its writers
branch. Corporate boardrooms do
better than that.
Defenders of the Academy say
its membership reflects a combina-

tion of legacy (memberships are
for life) and achievement. But the
sad reality is that the membership
reflects hiring patterns that are
equally skewed. The Times story
quotes writer/editor Phil Auden
Robinson, who concludes: “If the
industry as a whole is not doing a
great job in opening up its ranks,
it’s very hard for us to diversify our
membership.”
Not surprisingly, the voting
tends to reflect the composition of
the voters. In the 83 years of the
Academy, the Times reports, only 4
percent of Oscars have been
awarded to an African American.
Only one woman has received the
award for directing.
In 2011, not a single minority
person was among the 45 nominees
for the major awards: best actor,
best actress, best supporting actor,
best supporting actress, director,
original and adapted screenplay.
More astounding, the Academy
failed to identify even one black
male presenter for the awards.
African American actors were not

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - Pat
Buchanan, when I
hear you lecturing President
Barack Obama on race relations,
and trying to make us believe you
are not a racist, I just shake my
head and say, “Poor, Pitiful Pat
Buchanan.” I don’t mean I feel
sorry for you, Pat. I mean I’m
asking, “How ignorant can one
man be?”
You want me to cry for the
children and grandchildren of
white men who stole my ancestors,
beat, chained, raped and dragged
them to America? You want me to
cry for those who treated my
ancestors worse than many of your
people treat their dogs? You want
me to applaud those who burned
down Tulsa’s black community
because my ancestors dared to rise
above the condition in which your
ancestors forced them? When my
ancestors tried to accomplish
something, they were beaten, sold,
torn from families and often

lynched for no reason other than
the color of their skin.
My ancestors never got the 40
acres and a mule, but yours stole
everything they could by refusing
to pay my ancestors what their
work was worth—but you think we
should be feeling sorry for them!
You think white America has
been silent? Haven’t you listened
to the Tea Party or Republican candidates currently running for
president? I guess you’re tone deaf
to the hate filled language. I don’t
think you even hear yourself. Have
you any idea why you’re now
persona non gratis at MSNBC? I
was about to run out of patience
with them until they fired you
recently. You’ve already been
given too much air time expressing
the convictions, grievances and
demands of racists.
You said, “America has been
the best country on earth for black
folks. It was here that 600,000
black people, brought from Africa
in slave ships, grew into a
community of 40 million… and
reached the greatest levels of
freedom and prosperity blacks

have ever known…” Do you really
think your ancestors gave us our
freedom? Did the Civil Rights
Movement pass right over you?
Didn’t you notice the dogs, bombs,
fires, beatings, and murders
committed by your ancestors in an
effort to prevent my ancestors from
breaking free? You’re more
ignorant than I initially thought.
said,
“No
people
You
anywhere has done more to lift up
blacks than white Americans.
Untold trillions have been spent
since the ‘60s on welfare, food
stamps, rent supplements, Section
8 housing, Pell grants, student
loans, legal services, Medicaid,
…and poverty programs designed
to bring the African American
community into the mainstream.
Governments, businesses and
colleges have engaged in discrimination against white folks — with
affirmative action, contract setasides and quotas — to advance
black applicants over white applicants. We hear the grievances.
Where is the gratitude?
Everyone knows that more
money is spent on welfare and food

The Weekly Challenger

Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com

Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.

only shut out of the awards; they
were shut out of the attention that
comes from presenting them.
This year, at least, minorities
will not be shut out. Viola Davis,
Octavia Spencer and Mexicanborn Demian Bichir contended for
major acting awards.
It is long past time for the
industry to open up and for the
Academy to reach out. It was long
past time back in 1996 when the
Rainbow Coalition organized a
nationwide protest over the lack of
minority Oscar nominees. Women
and minorities dream of becoming
directors, producers, writers, cinematographers and editors just as
white men do. Young talent drives
Hollywood and our popular culture
more than the established older
generation. And Hollywood’s
audience across the country and
around the world is young and
diverse.
Hollywood defines what is hip.
But when it comes to diversity, the
Academy is about 50 years behind
the times.

stamps for white people. Do you
really believe the government only
helps black people in need? I
wonder how you think that 1
percent advantage is largely white!
Pat, do your homework!
Remember when my people were
forbidden an opportunity to learn
to read, vote or have access to
certain schools and jobs? Yes,
white America is responsible for
the condition of my people. Those
of us who’ve been blessed to
overcome the damage your
ancestors did to my people are
grateful for the few willing white
people who understand that we are
human.
The challenges we are still
overcoming were caused by your
ancestors and you. I’m sure that
any white boy who took away his
sibling’s toys, would be chastised
by his mother, who’d promptly
make him give them back. It’s the
same principle my people are
demanding. Your ancestors took
everything from my ancestors.
We’re just demanding back what
was ours!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SPECIAL TO THE WEEKLY
CHALLEGER

ST. PETERSBURG — The
Moore’s Chapel A&E Church in
conjunction with The Weekly
Challenger newspaper hosted a
four evening viewing of the PBS
documentary “Eyes on the
Prize.” For four Saturdays last
month, Pastor James Cleare
treated anyone who walked
through the door with a chance to
witness the definitive story of the
civil rights era from the point of
view of the ordinary men and
women whose extraordinary
actions launched a movement
that changed the fabric of
American life, and embodied a
struggle whose reverberations
continue to be felt today.
After the viewing, a powerful
discussion moderated by Dr.
Fredrick D. Terry, a retired
Presbyterian Minister, was
indeed an eye opener. He started
the dialogue out with a question:
“What did you feel when
watching the film?” Answers
from the audience ranged from
anger to sadness to even shame
as they watched history being
played out on the screen.
Rev. Geraldine Gray, a
retired school teacher, lived in
segregated St. Petersburg and felt
that this documentary should be
shown in the classroom. ‘“Eyes
on the Prize” is true history and
should be shown in the schools to
everybody. Because as blacks, if
you don’t know where you come
from, you just don’t know where
you are going.”
Retir ed mins ter Ea de
Anderson commented to his wife
several times during the film

Eyes On The Prize: Has It Been Attained?

Dr. Fredrick D. Terry

Keith Young

about the different people and
places he remembered during his
time living in Mississippi and
Alabama in the 1960s. He later
explained that he felt “shame
growing up in a system where the
power was all the way on one
side…You look back and you
wonder if you responded in the
way that you should have…”
Rev. Anderson received threats
over his children playing with
black children, and was told he
could be arrested for his associations.
Bringing the conversation
around to a local perspective,
Gray explained how she had the

Rev. Eade Anderson

Jan Anderson and Maxine Terry

charge of keeping her students
sheltered from the discrimination
and hatred of the outside world.
With two of her former students
sitting in the audience, she
recanted heroic actions of protesters that were out risking their
lives for equality. “It took a lot of
risk for freedom,” she affirmed.
Dr. Terry further discussed
how the prize has not yet been
attained. “To some extent we still
haven’t gotten the prize,” he
explained. “We as a people ought
to be ashamed of ourselves
knowing the price that was paid
on our behalf…and letting the
opportunity pass by. He went on

St. Petersburg College Plans
Midtown Center Expansion

ST. PETERSBURG - MidTown Community residents,
community leaders, and a SPC
collaborative team held the
second meeting to firm up and
accelerate plans for the
expansion of the Mid-town
Education Center. Within their
plans, the group wants to
provide a facility that will
honor the heritage and history
of the community. Therefore,
they hope to engage in collaborative partnerships with other

organizations
within
the
community, determine what
degrees, programs, or certificates will improve the chance
of students being hired after
graduation, engage numerous
community
agencies
in
programs to support student
success, and address transportation and parking needs. In
addition, suggestions were
made that will allow the center
to function as an epicenter for
the area, providing offices, con-

Pastor James Cleare and wife, April Cleare

ference rooms and meeting
spaces to serve small business.
Working in small teams, the
group was able to generate
numerous ideas to meet the
dreams and needs of the area.
Dr. William, President of
SPC expressed his appreciation
for the number of participants
involved. He acknowledged
Board Trustees, Mr. Ken Burke
and Mr. Deveron Gibbons. Dr.
Kevin Gordon is the Provost for
Downtown and Midtown SPC.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

to relate that during apartheid
America, “the whites eye’s were
on keeping the blacks dehumanize; and the blacks’ were on we
shall overcome.”
Have we overcome? Has the
prize been won? One can only
answer that with a yes if their
eyes are shut. Self loathing,
apathy, low self-esteem, sadness
and frustration ring clear in the
black community. The prize is far
from being won. In 1957, The
Little Rock Nine were followed
by angry mobs who threatened
their lives just because they
wanted to attend school. Fast
forward a few decades later, and

Lucius Dorsey

Molly Thompson George

Rev. Geraldine Gray

many of our youth would rather
stand on the street corner and sell
drugs than sit in a comfortable
classroom and learn. In this
instance, the price that was paid
goes in vain.
Audience member Lucius
Dorsey, Jr., posited that finance is
the eye on the prize. “We can talk
about justice and peace, but it
takes money to liberate people,”
he stressed. “You see today, you
have the one percent versus the
99 percent. And in the context of
the 99 percent, we are no where
close to the main focus…”
Instead of spending money

on immaterial things, let us build
wealth and pass it on to our
children. The number one way to
build wealth in America is
through home ownership; yet,
foreclosures in the black
community are the highest
among all other minorities. The
prize clearly has not yet been
won.
Dr. Terry ended the evening
by encouraging everyone to
continue fighting the battle to
attain the prize. Let us keep this
conversation going all year long
and not just in February, for black
history happens everyday.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Challenger Salutes African
American Military Officers
Community Spotlight

BY EMMAC. CAVIN
SPECIALTO THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGR

ST. PETERSBURG - Starting
today and throughout the month of
March, The Weekly Challenger will
present a special salute to the officers
and soldiers who retired from the
various branches of the U.S.
Military Forces. Retired military
persons or their family members
may submit biographical information to this newspaper for inclusion.
As the first group was being
interviewed, it was noted that they
have earned every possible rank
from private (Army and Marines),
airman (Air Force) and seaman
(Navy) to the highest ranks of
admiral (Navy) or general (all
others). These retired officers and
servicepersons have traveled and
protected the citizens of the United
States from all continents and
oceans throughout the world. In all
circumstances, whether comfortable
or unbearable, they have served
proudly and honorably. They are
our men and women in uniform and
each of them deserve to be held in
the highest esteem.
In this issue, we salute Colonel
Kelvin L. George, whose career
spanned more than 27 years. George
was commissioned as an Air
Defense Artillery Officer following
his graduation from Florida A&M
University, where he received a
Bachelor of Science degree in
Political Science. He holds masters
degrees from Johns Hopkins
University in Business
Administration and Keller School of
Business in Project Management.
Colonel George’s military
assignments included Senior
Advisor to the Commanding
General, Caribbean Forces; Director
of Joint Staff/Commander Joint
Staff, Caribbean Forces; Director of
Information Systems; Senior
Advisor to the Commanding
General; US Southern Command
Florida; Senior Advisor to the
Commanding General, Combined
Forces Command, United States
Forces Korea; Telecommunication
Program Manager, Army Readiness
Center Virginia; Branch Chief,
Visual Information Systems, Army
Readiness Center Virginia, Joint
Staff Executive Officer, Director of
Human Resource Management,
Joint Forces Headquarters Virginia,
Operation Plans Officer, Army’s
Counter Intelligence Activity, Fort
Meade Maryland, Operation
Officer/Special Assistance on
Military Intelligence Affairs
Commanding General, Army
Materiel Command Virginia,
Battalion Assistant S-3, 1/59 ADA

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Kenneth Byers
Medical Clerk, Media Specialist, Navy Veteran

Colonel Kelvin L. George

Battalion, 8th Infantry Division,
United States and Europe, Platoon
Leader, 1/59 ADA Battalion, 8th
Infantry Division, United States and
Europe.
Colonel George also had the
opportunity to study and work in
Military Intelligence in Arizona, Ft.
Leavenworth, Kentucky, Ft. Bliss
Texas, Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, and Ft.
Knox Kentucky. Special awards
and decorations include the United
States Army Legion of Merit Medal,
Army Meritorious Service Medal
(3rd OLC), Army Commendation
Medal (3rd OL C ), Arm y
Achievement (4th OLC), Army
Good Conduct Medal (2nd OLC),
Unit Award, and the Over Seas
Award.
To the families on 26th Street
South in St. Petersburg, he was
Kelvin, the older brother in a set of
identical twins and the oldest of
seven children. In his own words,
Kelvin George was an ordinary kid
who enjoyed playing and hanging
out with his friends. That is, when
he was not seeing about his younger
siblings. “I took the role as the older
brother very seriously,” said George.
“My brother and I had chores after
school and we had to make sure the
others sibling got home safely and
started doing their home work
before our parents got home from
work. We were ordinary kids”
For a long time, the George
family lived across the street from
Ms. O. B. McLin, a well-known
musician and educator. “Everyone
in St. Petersburg should have had
that experience,” George observed.
“She was truly a phenomenal
woman. Just being around her made
a person feel like standing up
straight. Culture, strength, and
knowledge just seemed to flow from
her to everyone and everything with
which she made time to get
involved. I suppose the love for

music, reading and writing was
initiated by some of the time spent
together. She was a nurturer, and she
loved having the neighborhood kids
around. She even taught many of us
to read music and play the piano.
Ms. O. B. McLin was a role model
for girls and boys.”
George was a scholar in high
school and only participated in the
band and orchestra in junior high.
He graduated from Boca Ciega high
School in 1975. He credits his years
and activities at Florida A&M
University as the years that brought
out the talents and freedom of spirit
exemplified thereafter. “The years
at FAMU shaped my future,”
George commented. “I enrolled in
the Reserved Officer Training Corps
(ROTC) and learned that directing
the activities of others was
something that I enjoyed doing.
Thinking about it now, I realize that I
received my earliest training as the
big brother who looked out for my
siblings. However, it was at FAMU
that I understood my mission and
began to blossom. I was a member
of the Student Government
Association for all four years. I
became involved in a variety of
clubs and activities, joined the
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, and
became a Mason.
Following his retirement in
2011, Colonel Kelvin George
returned to St. Petersburg to work in
the community. He is a member of
the most recent class of Leadership
St. Petersburg and is active in the
NAACP. He has plans to start up a
non-profit organization to work with
youth. “Too many of today’s youth
are dealing with issues that they
should not have to at this age. I want
them to have the opportunity to
solve more of those issues.” George
declared.
Please submit story ideas to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com.

Kenneth Byers has driven across the United
States and back nine times. He cannot
remember how many times he has flown that
very same route. If truth is to be told, it was the
opportunity to visit with family and sample his
grandmother’s pies, not an adventurous spirit,
that brought him back to St. Petersburg so frequently. Just the thought of what would be on
the table when he arrived at mealtime was like a
magnet drawing him home. When he talks
about all of that driving today, he advises
travelers to take Interstate 10 rather than
Interstate 40 as the chosen route. Although the
mountains are beautiful, they are also very
steep. “I prefer to look at them, not drive
through them,” said Byers.
Byers is very proud of the fact that he lives in
the very same house where he grew up. He loves
that house! It reminds him everyday of the love
and comfort he felt as a child when he spent time
there with his grandmother. The house was built
in 1909, and was owned by his grandparents. At
one time, he, his sister, and his parents also lived
there. Byers purchased it from his parents once
he returned to St. Petersburg a few years ago.
According to Byers, “My grandmother was a
sweet, pleasant woman who also had a no
nonsense attitude about duties and responsibilities. She taught me many things, especially how
to talk to people and how to dress for different
occasions. I liked hanging around with her. The
fact that she was an extraordinary cook certainly
led to many enjoyable meals. I haven’t had any
pies like those she made since she passed away.
I once ate a whole pie right out of the oven, piece
by piece. It was so good! By the time I consciously realized what was happening, the whole
pie was gone,” Byers said.
A 1976 graduate of Gibbs High School,
Byers also attended Sixteenth Street Junior High
School and Melrose Elementary. “Somehow,”
Byers related, “I enjoyed the junior high and elementary years in school much more than I
enjoyed the high school days. I don’t really know
why, but I actually remember two of my elementary school teachers, Mrs. Davis and Mrs.
Williams, far more vividly than any others. I do
not know their first names, but I remember
positive remarks and incidents from the time
when I was in their classes. Outside of the
classroom, I was involved in sports. I played vol-

leyball and basketball in junior high school, but
during the four years at Gibbs, I only played basketball.” He was number 33, a forward on the
varsity team under Coach Freddie Dyles.
Following high school graduation, Byers
joined the Navy. He was stationed in San Diego,
California and spent most of his service time on
an aircraft carrier in the Western Pacific region,
which includes Hawaii, Thailand, the
Philippines, Korea, and a number of other
places. His actual title was Yeoman, and he
worked as the secretary to the commanding
officer. Upon discharge from the Navy, Byers
enrolled in college to earn a degree in computer
networking. He stayed in California for about
six years, but the failing health of his beloved
grandmother drew him back to St. Petersburg.
For the past five years, he has worked as a clerk
in the Urology Department of a local VA
Hospital. His job prior to this one was as a literature coordinator for a manufacturing company
headquartered in France.
Byers enjoys skating, shooting pool and
riding his bike or motorcycle. He is a member of
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
where he works in the media department. He
says that there are still places he wants to visit
again or see for the first time. Future plans for
travel include a return trip to Jamaica and the
Washington, DC area.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. Poussaint Speaks On Violence
And Its Affect On Children And Society

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG -Several
students, faculty, and alumni of
Eckerd College, along with
community members, listened
intensely to Dr. Alvin Poussaint
as he explained how children are
being exposed to violence. He
explained its effect on child
development during a talk he
gave in Fox Hall at Eckerd
College, Tuesday, Feb. 28. The
Afro American Society of Eckerd
College is the organization
re sp o ns ible f or bringing
Poussaint in to speak. Their
president, Brianna Dickinson,
introduced him to the audience.
So much attention is paid to
the “bullying” theory lately, but
Poussaint asserts that violence is
a complex issue and not as simple
as the bullying theory.
“Hearing about the most
recent incidents of youth
v i o l e nce, we s ee history
repeating itself. While in school,
a student shot and killed two
students and wounded three
others, two fifth-grade girls
fought over a boy and one died
after the altercation; and we must
n o t fo rget the Columbine
incident.” Poussaint said, “These
are youth acting out their frustra-

tion and anger and this is not as
simple as the ‘bullying’ theory.”
Although minority groups
are mainly associated with
violence, Poussaint advises that
in most of t h e cas es h e
mentioned, the young people
were white and often from
families of middle class status. It
is possible that a higher number
of one-on-one incidents occur in
minority communities, but
violence affects all. He suggests
that since American civilians
have access to so many guns,
approximately 270 million, we
should expect a certain number
of killings.
“With all the situations going
on in society, sometimes family
members hurt each other with
guns,” Poussaint said, “Suicides
are another form of violence, but
is internal and against yourself.
Sometimes you get a combination of the two, murder and
suicide and school massacres as
well,” he added.
According to Poussaint
approximately 60 percent of
American parents believe they
should use physical punishment
for misbehaving children, but
physical punishment that is out of
control is child abuse. He cites
that violence has always been a
part of the American society,
going back to when the enslaved

Africans were kept under control
by whips. He believes that the
term, “getting a whippin” is a
process of language transfer and
that people use the term to justify
beating children. The definition
of spanking is all over the place
from a simple slap on the rear all
the way to beating a child daily
with an iron cord. There are some
children who suffer from unidentified developmental and mental
disorders. However when parents
hit them, the youth may develop
more detachment disorders and
suffer from stress and impulsive
behavior.
“Some children have mental
di s o rd ers t h at h av e b een
mistaken for behavioral
problems and often disciplined
with physical violence by
parents,” states Poussaint. “There
are many people in jail and prison
as a result of undiagnosed mental
problems and more than 1,000
children are killed from abuse.
Some causes of death include
suffocation, Sudden Infant Death
Syndrome (SIDS), Shaken Baby
Syndrome and sexual and psychological abuse. Constantly
calling your children dumb and
stupid is a form of psychological
abuse. Children need to feel
loved, protected and safe. It’s a
denial if these fundamental ingredients for success is lacking in the

Courtesy of

Dr. Alvin Poussaint

home.”
Because the subject of
violence in society is being
discussed more, there appears to
be a trend happening that
indicates homicide rates are
declining and domestic violence
cases are being reduced due to
intervention strategies. More
churches are getting involved and
this is providing for a more
cohesive community. This
societal approach is making a difference because everyone has
heard that it takes a village to
raise a child. Poussaint adds his
modified version that it takes a
fortune to raise a child too.
Dr. Poussaint is a noted
author, psychiatrist, educator and
social critic. He also served as a
script consultant of NBC’s “The
Cosby Show.”

Recipe Of The Week

Nikki Thornhill, above,
submitted her favorite
barbeque chicken recipe to
share. She is a mother of four
and loves nothing more than
having all her children
around the dinner table.

Finger Licking Barbeque
Chicken
Step 1: Season Chicken
I use Mrs. Dash, lemon
pepper, jerk seasoning, dried basil
and oregano, a small amount of
salt, a rosemary and garlic mix,
and cayenne pepper. Season it to
your taste. Personally I like it
spicy, so I’m a little heavy handed
with the cayenne.
Step 2: BBQ Sauce
Use your favorite sauce. I
usually use whatever is on sale
that week. The sauce is not the
key to this recipe, it is the way you
cook it. Liberally apply sauce to
the raw chicken before you place
it in the oven. Make sure every

piece is covered.
Step 3: Oven preparation
Place chicken on the middle
rack under the broiler. Broil until
the chicken looks dark, about 3040 minutes depending on your
oven. You might be tempted to
turn it over, but don’t. The burn
look is only the sugar in the
barbeque sauce caramelizing.
Turn the chicken over and
liberally apply more barbeque
sauce. Making sure every piece is
covered again. Broil the flipped
side for another 30-40 minutes.
Last Step: Baking
Place heavy duty tin foil over
the pan and bake on 350 degrees
for another 30 minutes, or until

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

the meat is practically falling off
the bone.
I serve this with dirty rice and
kid friendly green beans. I never
have complaints from my gang,
and this meal is the most
req u e s t e d i n m y h o u s e .
Remember to have plenty of
napkins on hand because this is
one messy meal.
Please submit your favorite
recipe and pictures to editor@theweeklychallenger.com. Don’t
forget to add a line or two about
yourself. If you do not have
internet access, please mail it to
T h e We e k l y C h a l l e n g e r
Newspaper, 2500 MLK Jr. Street
South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Saturday, March 3 - St. Petersburg Human Rights
Festival 2012. This is a perfect time for people of all
faiths, creeds, ages and ethnic backgrounds to join and
educate ourselves and our youth in basic human rights.
Through education we can end hate, war, discrimination and intolerance. Join this fun-filled event for entertainment, inspirational speakers and like-minded individuals supporting human rights around the world.
This free event will be held in South Straub Park,
St. Petersburg, 1 - 5 pm.
Through April 13 - Free Tax Preparation and assistance, Gulfport Public Library, 5501 28th Ave. S. Hours:
10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Monday and Friday. Households with
low to moderate incomes for taxpayers of all ages but
with an emphasis on those over 60 years of age.
TAXPAYERS MUST BRING SOCIAL SECURITY CARDS
FOR ALL PERSONS LISTED ON THEIR TAX RETURNS,
A PICTURE ID, AND ALL PERTINENT RECORDS SUCH
AS W2’S 1099’S, other income & credits, & a copy of
last year’s return if available. Free Electronic filing is
available at all sites.

City of St Petersburg
Notice to Respondents
Procurement & Supply Management
Qualifications will be received by the Procurement and Supply
Management Director, City of St. Petersburg, Municipal Services Center,
5th Floor, One 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701 for:
952-81 NSP-3 Non-Profit Agency Acquisition and Rehabilitation of Single
Family Residential Properties, Request For Qualifications No. 7260.
Pre-Qualifications conference to be held at 11:00 a.m. ET,
Thursday, March 8, 2012 at the Municipal Services Center, 5th Floor
Conference Room, One 4th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida, 33701.
Qualifications deadline at 3:00 p.m. ET, Tuesday,March 27, 2012.
A copy of this solicitation can be obtained in the Procurement
Department. For more information please visit our website at
http://www.stpete.org/purchase/solbidn.asp and click on the
bid number referenced above. The City of St. Petersburg, Florida
reserves the right to accept or reject any and all bids. The City reserves
the right to waive technicalities on bids. The decision as to what
constitutes a technicality shall rest solely with Louis Moore, CPPO,
Director of Procurement and Supply Management.

Come join St. Petersburg’s own
Swiyyah Muhammad
at the 2nd Annual James Weldon Johnson
Literacy Fest, March 3, from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
She will be signing her new book
“Don’t Call Me Crazy! I’m Just in Love.”
This charmingly romantic tale of a young
woman who is determined to marry the love
of her life will surely delight the reader while
keeping their eyes glued to the page.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

HELP WANTED

Experienced Advertising Sales Representatives

Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in

The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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HISTORY

COMMUNITY NEWS

BLACK HISTORY

continued from front page

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

explained that since awareness
has slacked off, an influx of new
cases are on the rise.
The Childs Park Rattlers
Youth Athletic League was out
registering kids for football
season. The president of the
league, Patricia Hampton, said
they not only offer football, but
basketball as well. The league
numbers about 100 children
which make up eight teams. Vice
president Ruthie Maynard-Jones
said the athletic league is “instrumental in the community in
trying to keep the kids from
negative
experiences.
Our
primary focus is to remove the
barriers that put kids at risk, and
to put them in a structured year
around program.”
Another successful Black
History Family Fun Day has
passed, and according to supervisor Tammie Gross, next year’s
event is already being planned.
In the meantime, you are
invited to enjoy the Childs Park
Recreation Center year around.
Gross assures the community
that the days of crime ridden
Childs Park are over. A number
of safety measures have been put
into place such as cameras
installed in and around the
building and a day and night staff
that keeps the perimeter of the
park safe. “I get out and talk to
the people and make sure no one
is out there doing things they
have no business doing,”
declares Gross.
Rumor has it that next year’s
event will be at Lake Vista
Recreation Center. Hope to see
you there.

Daisy Bates

Daisy Lee Gatson (Daisy
Bates) was born November 11,
1914, in Huttig, Arkansas. Her
childhood was marked by
tragedy. Her mother was
sexually assaulted and murdered
by three white men and her
father left her. She was raised by
friends of the family.
As a teenager, Bates met
Lucious Christopher “L.C.”
Bates - an insurance agent and
an experienced journalist. The
couple married in the early
1940s and moved to Little Rock,
Together
Arkansas.
they
operated the Arkansas State
Press, a weekly African
American newspaper. The paper
championed civil rights, and
Bates joined in the civil rights
movement. She became the
president of Arkansas chapter of
the National Association for
Advancement
of
Colored
People (NAACP) in 1952.
As the head of the
NAACP’s Arkansas branch,
Bates played a crucial role in the

fight against segregation. In
1954, the United States
Supreme Court declared that
school segregation was unconstitutional in the landmark case
known as Brown v. Board of
Education. Even after that
ruling,
African
American
students who tried to enroll in
white schools were turned away
in Arkansas. Bates and her
husband chronicled this battle in
their newspaper.
In 1957, she helped nine
African American students to
become the first to attend the allwhite Central High School in
Little Rock, who became known
as the Little Rock Nine. The
group first tried to go to the
school Sept. 4. A group of angry
whites jeered at them as they
arrived. The governor, Orval
Faubus, opposed school integration and sent members of the
Arkansas National Guard to
prevent the students from
entering the school. Despite the
enormous amount of animosity
they faced from white residents
of the city, the students were
undeterred from their mission to
attend the school.
Bates’ home became the
headquarters for the battle to
integrate Central High School
and she served as a personal
advocate and supporter to the
students. President Dwight D.
Eisenhower became involved in
the conflict and ordered federal
troops to go to Little Rock to
uphold the law and protect the
Little Rock Nine. With U.S.

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

soldiers providing security, the
Little Rock Nine left from
Bates’ home for their first day of
school September 25, 1957.
Bates remained close with the
Little Rock Nine, offering her
continuing support as they faced
harassment and intimidation
from people against desegregation.
Bates also received
numerous threats, but this would
not stop her from her work. The
newspaper she and her husband
worked on was closed in 1959
because of low adverting
revenue. Three years later, her
account of the school integration
battle was published as The
Long Shadow of Little Rock.
For a few years, she moved to
Washington, D.C., to work for
the Democratic National
Committee and on antipoverty
projects for the Lyndon B.
Johnson’s administration.
Bates returned to Little
Rock in the mid-1960s and spent
much of her time on community
programs. After the death of her
husband in 1980, she also resuscitated their newspaper for
several years, from 1984 to
1988. Bates died November 4,
1999, Little Rock, Arkansas.
For her career in social
activism,
Bates
received
numerous awards, including an
honorary degree from the
University of Arkansas. She is
best remembered as a guiding
force behind one of the biggest
battles for school integration in
the nation’s history.

NEWS FROM AFRICA
Mandela’s Shoes Too Big To Fill?

(GLOBALINFO.ORG) —
The overnight hospital visit by
former
president
Nelson
Mandela was enough to raise
fears of the mortality of the man
whose life set a standard of
courage, sacrifice and reconciliation.
The temporary health crisis
sparked reflection on the current
crop of African leaders clinging
to power despite advanced age
or rules against serving endless
terms.
Even the choice of hospital
– in South Africa, not Saudi
Arabia or the UK – made
Mandela a standout to Nigerian
writer Okey Ndibe .
“For any Nigerian big man
to be treated in a Nigerian
hospital is nothing short of a

(GLOBALINFO.ORG) —
A Washington Post editor and a
professor at the University of
North Carolina have completed
a new book that erases any
doubt that Western colonial
powers sparked the AIDS
epidemic and then fanned its
rise.
“Tinderbox,” to be released
Mar. 1, “overturns the conventional wisdom on the origins of
this deadly pandemic,” notes
the publisher’s release.
Reviewer Robert Dreyfuss
in “The Nation” magazine,
wrote: “Maybe it’s too much to
say that imperialism caused
AIDS. But at the very least, it’s

curse,” said Ndibe, adding:
“Nigerian “stakeholders” take
for granted the right to receive
medical care abroad, to drink
imported water, to power their
homes with imported generators, to educate their children
abroad, to own swanky
mansions in Europe, North
America, or the UK – with
money looted from Nigeria…
“Nobody doubted that
(Mandela) received his people’s
mandate in a credible election,
free of hanky-panky. He could
have easily sailed into a second
term, but he gracefully
withdrew, asking younger
elements within his party to rise
to the challenge of leadership…”
The 93 year old Mandela

‘Tinderbox”
karma—payback, if you will,
for mass slaughter, slavery and
vicious exploitation in central
Africa more than a century
ago.”
“The penetration of Africa
by Belgians, Germans and other
colonialists in the late nineteenth century not only brought
syphilis to Africa, a disease that
killed countless Africans, but
unleashed the AIDS virus, too,”
Dreyfuss deduced from the
book. From “a small patch of
dense forest in southeastern
Cameroon,” the virus traveled
down a river system to the
colonial outpost of Kinshasa
sometime between 1880 and

Nelson Mandela

was released from hospital
Sunday after minor surgery to
determine the cause of an
abdominal complaint. Wellwishers had prayed for Mandela
at Regina Mundi church in
Soweto, a former centre of antiapartheid protests and funerals.

1910 or so.”
“Tinderbox,” Dreyfuss says,
“puts it all together in a way that
shows the consequences of
imperialism, colonialism and
the attendant public health
disaster that followed it,”
Authors of the new Book
are Craig Timberg, former
foreign correspondent in Africa,
and now acting national security
editor of The Washington Post,
and Daniel Halperin, a senior
HIV prevention adviser in the
U.S. government’s global AIDS
program and now an epidemiologist at the University of North
Carolina. The book was
published by Penguin Books.

Ogonis Of Nigeria Charge
Shell Oil With Murder In
Landmark Case Before
Supreme Court

(GLOBALINFO.ORG) —
Royal Dutch Shell, Europe’s
biggest oil company, is at the
center of a major test of U.S. law
that allows foreign nationals to
sue corporations in U.S. courts
for claims of genocide, rape and
other serious human rights
abuses.
Shell seeks dismissal of the
suit now before the U.S.
Supreme Court filed by
Nigerians seeking damages for
torture and murders committed
by their government in the early
1990s. Lawyers for the oil giant
say the Alien Tort Statute, which
dates to 1789, can’t be used to
sue corporations.
The Nigerian plaintiffs claim
there’s nothing in the law that
limits liability to individuals.
T h e p l a i n t i ff s , f r o m
Ogoniland, are relatives of
victims murdered by Nigeria’s
former military regime which
was allegedly recruited by Shell
to eliminate the opposition to oil
exploration in the Niger Delta.
“All that we’re saying in this
case is that when a corporation
contributes to genocide or crimes
against humanity, that they
should be held liable ... the same
way they would be held liable if
one of their agents is engaged in
an automobile accident that
injures somebody” on the job,

U.S. Supreme Court

said Paul Hoffman, who is representing the Nigerians.
But according to Shell:
“Even if the corporation had
jointly operated torture centers
with the military dictatorship in
Nigeria to detain, torture and kill
all opponents of Shell’s operations in Ogoni, the victims would
have no claim.”
The case could have wide
implications for U.S. companies
that operate abroad under the
cover of repressive regimes.
Among the Ogoni victims
was Nigerian writer and activist
Ken Saro-Wiwa. He and eight
others were executed in 1995
after what plaintiffs said was a
sham trial by a military tribunal,
backed by the oil giant.
Also bringing charges is a
Seventh-day Adventist bishop
and a local leader’s widow, who
was raped and beaten after her
husband was arrested and

summarily executed.
Survivor Charles Wiwa, now
living in the U.S., recalls being
picked up and beaten by 18
soldiers after he led a rally in his
home village. “They started
beating me — horsewhipping
me, clubbing me, [kicking me
with their] boots for a really long
time,” Wiwa says. The beating
lasted more than two hours.
The U.S. government, the
United
Nations
High
Commissioner for Human
Rights and numerous human
rights organizations have filed
briefs supporting the victims’
argument that the Alien Tort
Statute does allow for corporate
liability. Backing Shell are more
than two-dozen multinational
corporations, business groups,
and even several countries —
Germany, the Netherlands and
the United Kingdom.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Octavia Spencer Wins
Oscar For Best Supporting
Actress For ‘The Help’

BY THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

LOS ANGELES — Octavia
Spencer inspired her formidable
character in “The Help,” but the
actress turned into a softy
Sunday as she accepted an
Oscar for the role.
“Oh, thank you,” a tearful
Spencer said as many in the
audience rose to their feet. She
expressed gratitude to her
family, her colleagues from
“The Help” and her native
“state of Alabama” as she
received the best supporting
actress trophy.
The actress played tarttongued maid Minny Jackson in
the movie, which depicted
Southern life as the 1960s Civil
Rights Movement unfolded.
The film is based on Kathryn
Stockett’s best-selling novel
“The Help,” and the author
drew on her friendship with
Spencer in creating Minny.
The two were introduced by
a mutual pal, “The Help” writerdirector Tate Taylor.
After playing a nurse in the
film “A Time to Kill,” Spencer
was cast as a nurse in several
different TV series including
“City of Angels” and “Chicago
Hope,” and played the same
medical role in films including
“Halloween II” and “Seven
Pounds.”

Manners For Muscians - Part III
Communication

Octavia Spencer

Jennifer Hudson

Hattie McDaniel

Halle Barry

Spencer, 39, who was
favored to win the Oscar, was
composed enough to enjoy the
company of Christian Bale, who
presented the award to her.
“Thank you, academy, for
putting me with the hottest guy
in the room,” she said.
She also thanked Steven
Spielberg for “changing my
life.” Spielberg’s DreamWorks
is the studio behind “The Help.”

Spencer is one of just a halfdozen black actresses to have
won an Oscar in the awards’ 84year history. In the supporting
actress
category,
Hattie
McDaniel won for “Gone with
the Wind,” Whoopi Goldberg
for “Ghost,” Jennifer Hudson
for
“Dreamgirls,”
and
Mo’Nique for “Precious,” while
Halle Berry won best actress for
“Monster’s Ball.”

One of the major things a musician has to
be conscious of is staying in communication
with the people he or she is dealing with. In
other words, there should be a constant line of
communication established between the
leader, and promoter and between the sideman
and leader. Occasionally, it is necessary to
establish a line of communication between
sideman and promoter.
The absence of a line of communication
can be the cause of many problems.
To begin with, a promoter does not want to
be held in suspense and worrying if a musician
is going to show up to a gig, whether it is the
band leader or one of the sidemen. In fact, a
sideman should always be available to the
leader via telephone, Facebook or Twitter. A
band leader may not be the only one trying to
contact a sideman; it could be someone trying
to book a gig, or communicate about an
existing one. In today’s society, there are
myriads of ways to make contact, such as an
economically priced pager, cell phone,
Facebook, Linkedin, email, Twitter and
others. There really is no excuse for a
musician not to be in touch. At the very
minimum, a musician should have an
answering machine or some type of voice

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

Movie Review:
Tyler Perry’s ‘Good Deeds’

BY KAM WILLIAMS

NATIONWIDE — Wesley
Deeds (Tyler Perry) has it all, or so
it seems, from serving as CEO of a
thriving
computer
software
company to his impending
marriage to a successful, if
shallow, San Francisco realtor
(Gabrielle Union). The dedicated,
driven executive was handpicked
by his mother (Phylicia Rashad)
over his hot-headed brother,
Walter (Brian White), to replace
their late father to run Deeds
Corporation.
But because Wesley has spent
most of his life trying to satisfy the
wishes of the domineering family
matriarch, he might be getting
married in a few months more to
please her than himself. Even his
already-jaded fiancée, Natalie,
finds her momma’s boy a tad too
boring and predictable, despite his
being a great catch.
Then, while the couple is in
the midst of putting the final
touches on their elaborate wedding
plans, a fly lands in the nuptial
ointment in the form of a mostunlikely other woman. Lindsey
Wakefield (Thandie Newton) is a
struggling, single-mom living in a

car with her 6 year-old daughter,
Ariel (Jordenn Thompson).
She fell on hard times after her
husband was killed in Iraq, when
she had to drop out of nursing
school and find a job. And the only
reason the homeless woman and
wealthy Wesley happen to cross
paths is because she’s the night
janitor in his office building.
The gruff, ghetto girl initially
rubs her relatively-refined boss the
wrong way. After all, she is definitely a little rough around the
edges and just not the class of
female Wesley’s accustomed to
associating with.
However, the tension between
the two starts to dissolve the night
she offers to give him a back
massage while he’s burning the
midnight oil at work. And upon
hearing all the details of her pitiful
plight, Wesley altruistically offers
Lindsey and little Ariel a free
apartment to crash in indefinitely.
Will this gallant knight-inshining-armor develop deeper
feelings for the grimy damsel-indistress who subsequently cleans
up so nicely, literally and figuratively? If so, will he be able to
summon up the gumption to break
off his engagement, given the little

matter of his fast-approaching
wedding day?
That difficult dilemma is the
raison d’etre of “Good Deeds,” the
latest modern morality play
written by, directed by and starring
Tyler Perry. Avoiding his usual
staples of comic relief courtesy of
Madea and clownish support characters, Perry presents this sober
soap opera in straightforward
fashion.
Consequently, in the absence
of those typical distractions, the
plot is not only perfectly plausible
but remains refreshingly grounded
in reality from start to finish.
Along the way, veteran lead actors,
Tyler, Thandie Newton and
Gabrielle Union, generate a convincing chemistry guaranteed to
keep you on edge right up to the
surprising resolution of the unfortunate love triangle.
“Good Deeds” is another
compelling Tyler Perry parable
delivering a priceless message
about what really matters most.
Excellent (4 stars)
Rated PG-13 for sexuality,
violence, profanity and mature
themes. Running time: 129
minutes Distributor: Lionsgate
Films.

mail. Want to make someone go ballistic?
Have a band leader or promoter call about a
gig and not be able to leave a message.
Another important point about communication is if someone books a musician for a
playing gig, and the musician is going to be
out of town between when the call comes and
when the performance is, the musician should
be sure to tell them where he or she will be.
Always give out alternate phone numbers,
even if it’s in Timbuktu. As musicians are well
aware, it is inevitable that something will
change, and very often it is the details of the
gig such as start times, attire, musical selections, etc.
An additional important point about communication is that musicians need to return
phone calls promptly! Actually, calls received
should be returned on the same day, and
within the same hour if at all possible. If a
musician does not return a call within 24
hours, he or she should not act surprised or
hurt if the gig is not available when they
finally call.
My next article in the Manners for
Musicians series will be the 10
Commandments. Stay tuned!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Bryant, West Hold On
To Win NBA All-Star Game

Kobe Bryant

BY BRIAN MAHONEY

ORLANDO (AP) - Kobe
Bryant got the scoring record,
Kevin Durant the MVP, and the
West barely won.
Even after that duo piled up
the points, the NBA All-Star
game came down to a
defensive play.
A bloodied Bryant scored
27 points, moving past Michael
Jordan as the career scoring
leader in the game, Durant had
36 in an MVP performance,
and Blake Griffin’s interception of LeBron James’ pass
Western
secured
the
Conference’s 152-149 win over
the East Sunday night.
Bryant shook off Dwyane
Wade’s hard smack to his nose
and was still on the floor to say
something to James after he
threw away a pass in the
closing records.
“You know, you have some
of the best competitors out on
the floor at the same time,’’
James said. “Not only me and
Kobe, but D-Wade and Durant
and (Carmelo Anthony) and
(Chris Paul), and all the rest of
the guys. We all wanted to win,
and it came down to the last
minute or last seconds.’’
James and the East cut a
21-point deficit to one in the
closing seconds, but weren’t
able to move in front. James
had 36 points and fellow Heat
star Wade finished with a

triple-double.
“It was fun,’’ Durant said.
“That’s the type of All-Star
game you want to see.’’
Griffin scored 22 points for
the West, which rang up 88
points in the first half, setting
an All-Star record. But he won
the game with his defense,
picking off James’ pass when
the East had a chance to tie in
the final seconds.
“When I tried to throw it
late, that’s what usually
happens and it results in a
turnover,’’
James
said.
“Definitely wish I could have
that one back.’’
Griffin then hit one free
throw with 1.1 seconds left,
and Wade was off on a 3-point
attempt from the corner. He
finished with 24 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists,
joining Jordan and James as the
only players with All-Star
game triple-doubles.
Bryant was bloodied by a
hard foul from Wade and
stayed in the game, but left to
be evaluated afterward and did
not speak to the media.
Durant’s win left Bryant
tied for the All-Star record with
his four MVP awards. But he
got a bigger mark in his 13th
All-Star game.
He broke Jordan’s record
of 262 points on a dunk with
4:57 left in the third quarter and
now has 271 for his career. He
passed Oscar Robertson (246
points) and Kareem AbdulJabbar (251) earlier in the
game.
“That record he got tonight,
with KD in the league, I don’t
know how long it’s going to
last,’’ Wade said.
It nearly wasn’t enough, as
the East’s comeback had the
crowd filled with entertainers
and athletes chanting for
defense never a part of the AllStar game vocabulary in the
final seconds.
James hit two long 3pointers in the final period, and
the East had a chance when
Bryant, with the crowd loudly
booing, missed a free throw
with 18 seconds left and the
West up 151-149.

But New Jersey’s Deron
Williams was short on a 3pointer, and after the East came
up with it, James fired a pass
into a crowd that Griffin intercepted.
On a colorful night in
Orlando,
from
pregame
performer Nicki Minaj’s pink
and green hair to the neon
sneakers many of the stars
wore, Dwight Howard had nine
points and 10 rebounds as the
game’s host.
The NBA’s first All-Star
game in Orlando in 20 years
wasn’t close after 21/2
quarters. But players always
say it gets competitive in the
final five minutes, and James
was again up for the challenge.
He hiked his scoring
average to 25.9 points over his
eight All-Star games, and
someday he’ll probably take
the record Bryant set Sunday.
But he couldn’t quite catch
Kobe in the game.
“Being a competitor, no
matter All-Star game or not,
you don’t want to get blown
out,’’ James said. “Of course
not, when you’re going against
your peers and you’re going
against great players and
you’re playing with great
players. I just wanted to try to
pick it up and see if we could
make a run at it, and we did.’’
the
2-year-old
With
Amway Center considered by
many the finest arena in the
league, the NBA brought its
midseason showcase back to
Orlando for the first time since
the memorable 1992 game,
when Magic Johnson was
MVP three months after
retiring from the league
because of the HIV virus.
This one was once in
jeopardy of being lost when the
lockout lasted into late
November. Without a settlement then, All-Star weekend
may have been wiped out, as it
was in 1999 following a work
stoppage.
The party was saved.
James
and
Howard,
wearing bright orange shoes,
danced onto the stage for
pregame
introductions,

Howard breaking into an
enormous grin when fans gave
him a thunderous ovation as
the last All-Star introduced. He
insists that he and Magic fans
still have a love affair despite
his trade request, understanding he still loves the city even if
not his team, and urged
everyone to ignore the trade
talk for a weekend and have
fun.
“We did it big for our city,’’
he said in brief pregame
remarks to the crowd before the
game.
Th e n A n d r e w B y n u m
blocked his first shot attempt.
The speedy Russell
Westbrook had the East
looking as if it was standing
still late in the first half, and it
was 88-69 at the break.
Howard and Derrick Rose
ditched their orange sneakers
in the second half James kept
his and the East quickly got
back into it, trimming 12 points
off its deficit in less than 6
minutes. They even started to
defend Wade whacked Bryant
so hard on a drive that the
Lakers star needed a break
between free throws to wipe
blood from his nose before
sinking it to tie Jordan.
Williams scored 20 points
for the East. Carmelo Anthony
had 19, and Rose finished with
14.
Kevin Love, who won the
3-point
contest
Saturday,
scored 17 points for the West,
which has won two in a row.
Chris Paul had eight points and
12 assists.
NOTES: With Bryant,
Bynum, Griffin and Paul, four
West starters were from Los
Angeles. Bynum played only
51/2 minutes after having a
procedure on his knee Friday.
Johnson came onto the court
for a standing ovation
following the first quarter after
highlights of his 1992 performance were shown. He was part
of another 20-year anniversary
acknowledgement in the third
quarter, joined by Olympic
Dream Team teammates Chris
Mullin, Clyde Drexler, Scottie
Pippen and David Robinson.

Griffin, Luck Steal Spotlight Again
At NFL Combine

Robert Griffin III

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Robert Griffin III proved he’s
the fastest quarterback at this
y e a r ’s N F L s c o u t i n g
combine.
It might not be enough to
supplant Andrew Luck as the
No. 1 pick.
The two finally got a
chance to demonstrate their

athleticism Sunday when
workouts began.
Griffin showed his speed in
the 40-yard dash, finishing officially in 4.41 seconds the best
of
any
quarterback.
Unofficially, Luck ran a 4.59,
the same time Cam Newton
posted in 2011, but the time
was later adjusted to an official
4.69, fourth among quarterbacks.
Even so, not much has
changed in the rankings.
“I think what was surprising to some people was how
athletic Andrew Luck is. I think
a lot of people might be
surprised to compare his measurables to Cam Newton from a
year
ago,’’ NFL Network
analyst Mike Mayock said.
“Cam Newton hits you over the
head with a sledge hammer as
far as his athletic ability; it’s
pretty obvious, whereas with
Andrew Luck, it’s sneaky

athletic.”
His broad jump (10 feet, 4
inches) was two inches short of
Cam Newton’s best in 2011,
and Luck’s vertical jump (36
inches) was actually better than
Newton’s (35 inches).
Griffin and Luck both
skipped Sunday’s throwing
drills as planned, opting instead
to do that with familiar
receivers in a familiar environment during Pro Day workouts.
Justin Blackmon, the No. 1
ranked receiver in this draft
class, ran the gauntlet - a drill in
which players must catch balls
thrown quickly in succession.
Blackmon sat out the 40, as
expected, after he said he hurt
his hamstring last week.
Three receivers led the
official results: Georgia Tech’s
Stephen Hill, Stanford’s Chris
Owusu and Miami’s Travis
Benjamin all finished with
times
of
4.36.
official

Receivers A.J. Jenkins of
Illinois and Devon Wylie of
Fresno State rounded out the
top five at 4.39.
Miami’s Lamar Miller
(4.40) was the fastest running
back of the day.
Defensive linemen and
linebackers will work out
Monday.
But as has been the case all
week, the quarterbacks were
the feature attraction.
“I don’t think they really
hurt themselves here,’’ Mayock
said. “Most teams will take into
account and appreciate the fact
that they worked out. Those
two quarterbacks are specials
kids, and what they did in gym
shorts today isn’t going to
change anything. Outside of
not throwing the football,
nothing is going to change.
Both of them had athletic days
(today) which I knew they
would.’’

SEC Defenders
Renew Rivalry At
NFL Combine

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) The LSU-Alabama rivalry
didn’t end in New Orleans. It
moved to Indianapolis.
After playing twice for the
#1 ranking last season, repeatedly being dubbed college
football’s two best defenses and
eventually settling the national
championship between them,
the top defensive players from
those teams are ready to start
Round 3 at the NFL scouting
combine.
“Right now, it’s just mental,
but when we get back on the
field, it’s going to be just like
the way it was,’’ Alabama cornerback Dre Kirkpartick said
Sunday with a smile.
Scouts couldn’t ask for a
better scenario.
Players from both teams are
out to impress team executives,
hoping to improve their draft
stock.
The stakes couldn’t be
higher.
The winners will be
rewarded with a bigger
paycheck and perhaps some
big-time endorsement deals,
too.
Bragging rights are also in
play.
Kirkpatrick and LSU’s
Morris Claiborne are going
head-to-head to become the No.
1 cornerback chosen in April.
Alabama safety Mark Barron
and
outside
linebacker
Courtney Upshaw are generally
regarded as the #1 players at
their positions, as is LSU
defensive
tackle
Michael
Brockers. And high school
recruits undoubtedly will pay
attention to which school
produces more NFL players
and the highest draft picks,
maybe giving the current
prospect’s alma maters a
recruiting bump.
That’s not all.
Six of the 59 defensive
backs invited to Indy came from
these two SEC programs, and
that doesn’t include LSU
Heisman Trophy finalist Tryann
Mathieu, a sophomore.
For the Tigers, it’s a chance
to reaffirm their self-proclaimed
reputation as DB University.
“Patrick Peterson gave us
the name, and we just kept it
going,’’
Claiborne
said,
laughing after one of his
teammates ruined the secret.
But it’s not all going to be
jabs and trash-talking around
Lucas Oil Stadium.
The Alabama and LSU
players who spoke Sunday
chuckled when asked about
renewing one of college
football’s most bitter rivalries
this week. The reality is most
like seeing familiar faces
around an unfamiliar environment.
“People ask us `Why aren’t
we fighting?’’’ LSU cornerback
Ron Brooks said Sunday. “That
was in college, they got us, they

beat us fair and square and
there’s no hating going on out
here. We’re all here for the same
goal.’’
Claiborne measured in at 5foot-11, 183 pounds, slightly
shorter and heavier than his
listed measurements of 6-feet
and 173 pounds. He says he’s
more of a technician than a
physical cornerback.
Kirkpatrick, a second team
All-American, will undoubtedly
have to answer questions about
his off-the-field conduct. He
was arrested in January on a
misdemeanor drug possession
charge, which was dropped
three weeks later after the
driver, Kirkpatrick said, signed
an affidavit admitting the
marijuana was his.
“It was me being in the
wrong place at the wrong time,’’
Kirkpatrick said.
Later he explained he didn’t
even know the driver of the car.
A couple other talented
corners with checkered pasts are
also out to prove they’ve grown
up.
North Alabama cornerback
Janoris Jenkins and Oregon cornerback Cliff Harris both had
drug-related arrests in college.
Both were kicked off their
respective teams. Jenkins left
Florida and landed in Division
II. Harris decided to say
goodbye to school for good.
Montana’s
Trumaine
Johnson, Louisiana-Lafayette’s
Dwight Bentley and Coastal
Carolina’s Josh Norman want to
show they can successfully
make the jump to better competition.
Georgia’s
Brandon
Boykin hopes to show he can
match up with NFL receivers
after measuring in at 5-9, 182
pounds. He’s still recovering
from a fractured leg sustained at
the Senior Bowl.
“I’m already walking on it.
I’m expected to have a full
recovery within the next
month,’’ Boykin said. “I’m still
deciding on what day I will do
my Pro Day. I’m looking at
some time in April.
But the feature attractions
are still the defensive guys from
LSU and Alabama, who have
been trading blows and barbs
since last season began.
LSU won Round 1, a 9-6
overtime victory at Alabama.
Alabama returned the favor
in January, a 21-0 victory in the
first BCS national championship game pitting teams from
the same conference.
And this week, some of the
same players will participate in
what they anticipate will be a
friendlier go-around at the
combine.
“It really is like old times,’’
LSU safety Brandon Taylor
said. “We’ve got a good
chemistry together, us and the
Alabama guys, because we
know we gave it our all this year
and we gave the fans a good
show this year. It will be fun.’’
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STATE & NATIONAL
Florida’s Magnificent Twelve
Unveiled In Tallahassee

BY ERSULA ODOM
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

TALLAHASSEE - February
wa s a s pecial month in
Tallahassee at the Headquarters
of the Association of Florida’s
Colleges (AFC). Not only was it
Black History Month, it was also
when the Founders and developers of Florida’s Black Junior
Colleges were honored.
With more than two hundred
onlookers and some builders and
graduates of the twelve Black
Junior Colleges that existed in
Florida between 1949 ands 1968,
officials of the Association of
Fl o ri d a Colleges and the
De p a rtment of Educa tion
unveiled the portraits of the
twelve founders. Additionally, the
first female President of a Public
two-year, President Jennyethyl
Merritt was also honored.
Dr. Walter Smith, author of
the book The Magnificent
Twelve: Florida’s Black Junior
Colleges presented a Historical
overview of the creation and
implementation of these twelve
institutions during Florida’s years
of racial segregation in public
education.
During his presentation,
Smith gave credit to then
Governor Leroy Collins (1955)
for his futuristic thinking along
with his assistants, Thomas
B a i l ey, Comm is sione r of
E d u c ation, and Dr. Ja me s
Wattenbarger as they planned
these institutions. With Florida
still operating under a State
Constitution that had not been
ch a n ged s ince 1885, the
Governor felt that these institutions could play a great role in
pro v iding pos ts e condary
education for black citizens at the
local level until the concept of
segregation could be eradicated.

BY THE ASSOCIATED
PRESS

L-R Dr. Gary Sligh, AFC Pres., Mr. Michael Brawer, AFC CEO.,
Dr. Walter L. Smith, Dr. Gerard Robinson,
Florida Commissioner of Education,
and Dr. Andre Hawkins, Chairman, AFC Foundation

This did not happen until 1964
with the passage of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act by the United States
Congress.
The components of Florida’s
great 28 state colleges that
evolved out of the mergers are as
follows:
Booker T. Washington JC,
President Garrett T. Wiggins,
merged with Pensacola State
College
Gibbs JC, President John W.
Rembert, merged with St
Petersburg Jr. College
Carver JC, President James
R. Greene, merged with Brevard
Community College
Johnson J C , P res i d en t
Perman E. Williams, merged with
Lake Sumter Junior College
Roosevelt JC, President
Britton G. Sayles, merged with
Palm Beach State College
Rosenwald JC, President
Calvin Washington, merged with
Gulf Coast State College
Suwannee River JC,
(Founding President James G.
Gardener) succeeded by
President Jennyethyl Merritt,
merged with North Florida
Community College
Collier-Blocker JC, President

Albert Williams, merged with St.
Johns River State College
Ham p t o n J C , P res i d en t
William H. Jackson, merged with
College of Central Florida
Lincoln JC, President Leroy
Floyd, merged with Indian River
State College
Jack s o n J C , P res i d en t
William H. Harley, merged with
Chipola Junior College
Volusia County Community
College, President J. Griffin
Greene, merged with Daytona
State College
Even though the historically
black junior colleges merged with
the historically white colleges,
there are many indications of the
historical value of the Black
Junior Colleges. For the most part
these indicators are reflected in
the vast array of students who
became outstanding leaders in
their communities and throughout
America. Additionally, many of
the administrators and teachers
evolved as leaders among the
educators in the institutions to
which they were transferred after
the mergers. There are also
markers on many of the campuses
with which the institutions
merged.

From Negro Creek To Wop
Draw, Place Names Offend

BY TRACIE CONE AND
FELICIA FONSECA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRESNO — (AP) Just east
of Victorville in California’s
Mojave Desert two bluffs rise
3,000 feet (900 meters) from the
valley floor. A 1949 map by the
U.S. Geological Survey officially gave them the name locals
had called them for as long as
anyone
could
remember:
Pickaninny Buttes.
The name, a pejorative term
that represents a caricature of
b l a c k childr en, was like ly
b e s t o wed becaus e Afric an
Americans attempted a settlement near the Lucerne Valley at
the turn of the last century.
Whatever the reason, it stuck
and still has the propensity to
shock.
“Good grief,’’ moaned Leon
Jenkins, president of the Los
Angeles chapter of the National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People when told about the site.
“That is just about as offensive
as it gets because nowhere in the
English language was that used
other than to be a slur at little
girls.’’
Pickaninny Buttes is one of
thousands of places across the
United States still saddled with
names that are an insight into
the country’s divisive past,
when demeaning names given

President Obama Helps
Break Ground On Smithsonian
Black History Museum

to areas settled by ethnic or
racial minorities were recorded
on official government maps
and often stuck. For example,
Wop Draw in Wyoming;
Jewtown, Georgia; Beaner
Lake,
Washington
state;
Wetback Tank reservoir in New
Mexico and Polack Lake in
Michigan, can sound rudely
impolitic to the ears of a more
inclusive society.
The issue of offensive place
names that have stuck despite
changing times arises occasionally, as it did when the media
reported the name of Texas Gov.
Rick Perry’s hunting camp:
“Niggerhead,’’ and when the Nword was found on headstones
at a cemetery near Sacramento
where graves were relocated in
1954 to make way for a dam.
“It is like an obscenity,’’
wrote Secretary of the Interior
Stuart Udall in 1963, when he
ordered that the N-word be
scrubbed from all federal place
maps. Three years later he
added “Jap,’’ which was a pejorative form of Japanese. They
are the only two names officially outlawed by the federal government. In the days before
federal databases, all maps had
to be changed by hand. So it was
up to federal mapping offices to
find and change the local
features and some were missed.
The lingering names show
how difficult it is to find and

change obscure places, to scrub
the landscape clean of offensive
names. There are more than 2.2
million geographic features
reco rd ed i n t h e n at i o n al
database. Many are not widely
known, and other times there is
local resistance to change.
“We’ve had a few over the
years that have popped up,’’
said Jennifer Runyon, senior
researcher for the U.S. Board of
Geographic Names. “You get
the old timers who never
wanted to change it and still call
it that. But even ‘Negro’ today
has taken on a different
meaning.’’
Said the NAACP’s Jenkins,
“When you stoop so low to have
that name and in 2011 you have
the audacity not to want to
change it with some reason that
defies logic, well it’s even more
offensive.’’
From Alaska to Florida and
Maine to California there are
757 places with Negro in the
name, according to an analysis
of government records. The
mere existence of offensive
place names can be a teaching
moment. Christopher Jimenez
West, a specialist in AfricanAmerican history at Pasadena
City College, says there is an
important distinction between
purging offensive names from
the landscape and erasing them
from history.

WA S H I N G T O N —
Frederick Douglass was black
and that was enough for the
Smithsonian Institution to bar the
famed abolitionist from speaking
at a lecture series intended to
convince President Abraham
Lincoln that he should end
slavery as war divided the nation
in February 1862.
A century and a half later, the
country’s first black president
helped break ground on a
National Mall museum meant to
give voice to the African
American experience long
ignored by the chief repository of
U.S. history and heritage.
The 19th Smithsonian
museum, set to open in 2015,
will rise on ground where “lives
were once traded, where
hundreds of thousands once
ma r c h e d f o r j o b s a n d f o r
freedom,” President Barack
Obama said. “It was here that the
pillars of democracy were built
often by black hands.”
The Smithsonian’s silencing
of Douglass, who had escaped
from slavery and rose to national
prominence, was just one
example of the museum’s long
neglect of black culture and contributions.
“Well into the 20th century,
curators purposefully excluded
African-American history,” said
Richard Kurin, the undersecretary for history, art and culture at
the museum complex.
Obama said the National
Museum of African American
History and Culture would
ensure that the sometimes
difficult, often inspirational role
that blacks have played will not

be forgotten.
The museum, a seven-level
structure with much of its exhibit
space below ground, will rise
be t w e e n t h e Wa s h i n g t o n
Monument and the National
Museum of American History. A
bronze-coated “corona,” a crown
that rises as an inverse pyramid,
will be its most distinctive
feature. Organizers said the
bronze plates are inspired by
African-American metalwork
from New Orleans and
Charleston, S.C., and that the
design evokes African roots.
The museum will showcase
Harriet Tubman’s shawl, a Jim
Crow-era segregated railroad car
and Emmett Till’s casket, as well
as galleries devoted to military,
sports and entertainment history.
“We will have stories that will
make you smile and stories that
will make you cry,” the museum’s
director, Lonnie Bunch, told The
Associated Press.
Congress has pledged to
provide half the $500 million
cost. The museum already has a
gallery at the Smithsonian’s
American history museum with
rotating exhibits to showcase its
new collection and test different
approaches with visitors.
The newest exhibit explores
Thomas Jefferson’s ownership of
slaves and his advocacy against

slavery, while also looking at the
lives of six slave families who
lived on his Monticello plantation in Virginia.
Such stories have been
missing from the National Mall,
and Bunch said that by presenting a fuller view of history and
dealing directly with difficult
issues such as race, the
Smithsonian can present a fuller
view of what it means to be an
American.
“What this museum can do is
if we tell the unvarnished truth in a
way that’s engaging and not
preachy, what I think will happen
is that by illuminating all the dark
corners of the American experience, we will help people find reconciliation and healing,” he said.
Curators estimate that
15,000 to 20,000 artifacts are in
hand. Bunch estimates they will
need about 35,000 to choose
fr o m t o c r e a t e p e r m a n e n t
galleries.
Civil rights veteran Rep.
John Lewis of Georgia introduced legislation for many years
to create a black history museum.
“We must tell the story, the
whole story,” Lewis said, “a 400year story of African Americans’
contributions to this nation’s
history from slavery to the
present - without anger or
apology.”

Publix Super Markets To
Create Distribution Center

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Governor Rick Scott announced
Publix Super Markets plans to
create a one-million-square-foot
distribution center in Orlando
with a $188.5 million capital
investment. Plans also call for
staffing 156 new jobs during the
center’s first three years of
operation.
“It is always good news for
Florida when a company expands
and increases its investment
here,” said Governor Rick Scott.
“Publix has a well-known history
as one of Florida’s leading
corporate citizens and contributors to our economic growth.”
Publix is working to make
the new refrigerated distribution
center operational by fourth

VOTE

continued from front page
term elections is no indicator of
the enthusiasm level in
November, Leon explains.
“ T h e r e ’s a s t a n d a r d
reduction in turnout for midterm elections; so some of that is
that natural mid-term drop off,”
he says. “So I think that a good
number of the African American
vote is going to turn out again,
primarily for the same reason
that we turned out in 2008.”
Leon says even if there is
less enthusiasm among blacks,
that will not hinder the vote.
“I have heard anecdotally

quarter 2014, according to
Richard Schuler, Publix’s vice
president of distribution.
“In order to maintain our
service levels to our stores and
our service commitment to our
customers, we needed to plan for
future growth with an addition of
a refrigerated distribution center,”
Schuler said. “Orlando was the
best choice given inbound and
outbound deliveries and the
proximity to major roadways.”
Partners in this corporate
expansion project were the State
of Florida; Enterprise Florida Inc.,
the state’s principal economic
development organization; the
City of Orlando; and the Metro
Orlando Economic Development
Commission.

“The Publix Distribution
Center will create quality jobs for
residents and infuse a significant
amount of capital in our city,” said
Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer.
“The company’s decision to
expand in our community is a true
testament to the strong economy
and business friendly environment that exists in the City of
Orlando.”
“A project of this magnitude
is quite rare, especially in times
like these,” said Rick L. Weddle,
president and CEO of the Metro
Orlando Economic Development
Commission (EDC). “We are
pleased that Publix Super
Markets chose Central Florida for
this new distribution center.”

that there are those who are frustrated with him. There are those
who have said that they are not
going to campaign for him, there
are those who have said that
they’re taking their stickers off
of their cars, but they also have
said they will vote for him,”
Leon said. “I think there are
going to be a very small number
of people in terms of the African
American community who are
just not going to turn out.”
National political polls show
an Obama win over all
Republican candidates left in the
race. They are Romney, former
governor of Massachusetts; Rick
Santorum, former Pennsylvania

senator; Newt Gingrich, former
House speaker; and Texas Rep.
Ron Paul.
With the overall jobless rate
having dropped from double
digits down to 8.3 percent last
month and even the still-toohigh black unemployment rate
having dropped from 15.8
percent to 13.6 percent, the
Obama successes appear to be
looking increasingly better.
So, while Republicans fight
among themselves, Obama’s
greatest challenge appears to be
the need to overcome discouraging voting laws and inspire
voters to the polls.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

ADVERTISE YOUR CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
The Employee Relations
Counsel Ministry is accepting
Job Interest applications for
the position of Assistant
Minister of Music/Organist.
The ability to read music -

musically trained or holds a
degree in music is preferred.
Done by the order of the
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Incorporated. Please
contact FBMC Office.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us

each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible
Study
or
each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme, a
belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in the Month of
March 2012

March 2 - St. Mark Monthly
Business Meeting - 7 p.m.
March 12 - Church OutingMt. Zion Primitive Baptist (85th
Anniversary) 7 p.m.
March 18 - The Male Chorus
Presents Men in Harmony
4 p.m.
March 20 - 23 - The
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention at the Innisbrook
Golf Resort.
March 22 - Reverend Brian
K, Brown, Speaker for
Progressive M & E Baptist State
Convention - 7 p.m.Also at St.
Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are
invited to study the Bible with
us and learn “What Baptists
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcome to
join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at
7 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,” under
the leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation to
the community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held

at 7 Wednesday evening.
We are committed to a Christcentered, people-centered, teamcentered and Bible-based teaching
ministry; with priorities focused on
love, forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we
cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate

God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.co
m. Website: www.bmmbc.org

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Attention: Young Adults 18
– 25, our REACH Ministry
invites you to join the Tuesday
evening bible study weekly at 7
in the Youth Education Building
located at 921 20th St.
The Children and Youth
Ministries has a variety of
social outlets for ages 6-18.
Your child can learn basic
Ch ri s t i an values through
Scouting. Cub and Boy Scouts

meet every Monday at 6:30
p.m. Girl Scouts meet every
first, third and fifth Monday at
6:30 p.m.
Is your child interested in
music? Try our Community
Marching Band and Flag Corp
under the direction of Mr. Deon
Bryant. Contact the church at
894-4311 for more information.
Lunch Time Bible Study
each Wednesday at 12 noon. We
invited you for an interactive
study for just 30 minutes in the
main sanctuary. Open to the
public.

We invite you, your family
and friends to join us for weekly
u p l i ft i n g an d s p i ri t fi l l ed
worship services every Sunday,
at 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. Teen
Services are held every second,
third, fourth Sunday at 10 a.m.
in the Youth Chapel.
Visit us on the web: mzprogressive.org and like us on
FACEBOOK for other ministry
activities and events.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

F O R A Q U OT E :

727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

Church News due by 4 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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